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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 1500 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS PINT ET 

SUB J : RELIEF COLUMNS STALLED ON RAODS TO ASMARA 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 1455 

WASHINGTON POST REPORTED DAVID OTTAWAY, WHOM WE CONSIDER 
EXPERIENCED AND RELIABLE OBSERVER, RETURNED FEBRUARY 6 FROM AN 
ATTEMPTED OVERLAND TRIP TO ASMARA. OTTAWAY FIRST ATTEMPTED TO 
ENTER ASMARA VIA EAST (MEKELE) ROAD ON FEBRUARY 5 AND FOUND A 
GOVERNMENT RELIEF COLUMN WITH NUMEROUS TRUCKS WAS STALLED BY 
FIGHT NEAR DEKEMHARE, ERITREA. HE REPORTED THAT THERE WAS NO 
BLOWN BRIDGE NEAR ADI CAIEH BUT PREVIOUSLY THERE HAD BEEN SOME 
FIGHTING IN THAT AREA. MILITARY OFFICIALS OFFERED TO ESCORT HIM 
AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, WHICH WAS EXACTLY TO THE ERITREAN BORDER, IN 
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CROSSED OBER FROM ADIGRAT TO AXUM AND ATTEMPTED ON FEBRUARY 6 TO 
ENTER ASMARA VIA THE WEST ROAD. HE HEARD SOME SCATTERED SHOOTING 
AROUND AXUM AND ENCOUNTERED HEAVY FIGHTING NEAR ADI UGRI. HE 
REPORTED THAT HE TALKED TO SEVERAL SOLDIERS NEAR ADI UGRI AND 
THEY TOLD HIM THAT PITCHED BATTLES HAD TAKEN PLACE WITH MANY 
GOVERNMENT CASUALTIES RESULTING AND THAT THE RELIEF CONVOY WAS 
UNABLE TO CONTINUE THROUGH TO ASMARA AS INSURGENTS WERE HOLDING 
THE ROAD. HE THEN RETURNED TO AXUM AND FROM AXUM FLEW BACK TO 
ADDIS ABABA THE SAME DAY. 

COMMENT: APPEARS TO US. FROM FRAGMENTARY INFO CURRENTLY AVAIL- 
ABLE, THAT INSURGENTS CONCENTRATING ON HARASSMENT ON ROADS IN 
TIGRE AND ERITREA OF ETHIOPIAN FORCES SEEKING TO REINFORCE AND/OR 
SUPPLY ASMARA AND OTHER URBAN NORTHERN GARRISONS. 
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